Policy Change not Climate Change

Policy changes at Home

ELECTRICITY 

In Australia, electricity generation is the largest source of greenhouse gas pollution because we burn coal to produce electricity. 

Policies and actions 

· Switch off the light when you leave a room. 

· Switch appliances completely off – don’t leave the TV, computer, microwave or DVD on standby. 

· Purchase appliances with the highest Energy Star rating.

· Choose a fan, not an air-conditioner. 

· Replace incandescent light bulbs with compact fluorescent bulbs. They provide just as much light and use 80% less power. 

· Use the clothesline to dry your washing and wash your laundry in cold water. 

· If the hot water thermostat is adjustable, turn it down to 55°C. 

· Invest in a solar hot water service or instantaneous gas water heater.

· Only use the washing machine and dishwasher when there is a full load.

· Only switch on the drinks fridge for parties.

· Subscribe to GreenPower®. 

· Reconsider that backyard pool – as well as being lots of work, they cost $250 per year in electricity, generating 2.2 tonnes of CO2! 

WHEN SHOPPING

Energy is needed to produce materials and products, transport them to you and then to dispose of them.

Policies and actions 

· Reduce the amount of waste you produce – buy in bulk and refuse disposable items. 

· Refuse excess packaging – reusable shopping bags are stronger and last longer.

· Re-use – consider buying second hand.

· Recycle and buy items made from recycled materials. The energy saved from recycling an aluminium can could run a TV for 3 hours! Paper that rots in landfill generates methane – a very powerful greenhouse gas. 

TRANSPORT

Greenhouse emissions from transport have increased by 20% from 1990 to 2002 and are growing strongly. They currently represent 15% of the total greenhouse emissions in NSW. In terms of greenhouse gas emissions, the journey is every bit as important as the destination. 

Policies and actions 

· Look at an alternative – take a bus, ride a bike, share a trip (car-pool) or walk. Or even work at home occasionally. All these will also help reduce congestion on our roads and Grafton bridge.

· Small is beautiful. Think of buying a small car when you next buy a car – they use much less fuel, are more powerful and safer than ever before, and are much easier to park! 

· Stay in tune. Keeping your car in good running order with regular maintenance, oil changes and tune-ups improves performance and reduces emissions.

· Keep up the pressure. Under-inflated tyres can increase your fuel consumption by 6%!

· Drive Smart – accelerate moderately and don’t speed. Driving at 90km/hr rather than 100 on the highway saves fuel (and lives).
· Don’t clutter your car – bull bars, roof racks and heavy things in the boot use more fuel. 

IN THE GARDEN

You can cut back on both greenhouse gas emissions in your garden while you use less water. 

Policies and actions 

· Reduce the amount of lawn in your garden – replace it with native shrubs and trees. 

· When mowing, raise the blades to leave at least 2-3cm of lawn leaf.

· Compost garden and kitchen wastes – and then use this to improve your soils rather than artificial fertilisers.

· Mulch your garden to keep the soil cooler and moister – you’ll need to water much less and soil microbes will survive. 

· Grow your own fruit and vegies, or buy locally-grown produce in preference to produce trucked in from interstate.

Policy Change not Climate Change

Policy changes at Work


At work you can reduce your greenhouse gas impact by purchasing some or all of your business’s energy from accredited GreenPower®. 

Policies and actions for lighting
· Use natural lighting as much as possible.

· Install timer controls, or daylight or movement sensors, to switch off lights when not needed. 

· Paint rooms in light colours. Dark coloured walls absorb light, increasing the amount of lighting needed.

· Use desk lamps where most light is needed, so fewer lights are needed in the entire room.

· Install energy-efficient lighting. Reduce greenhouse gases by 30 – 80% by fitting lower watt globes (such as energy efficient compact fluoros), especially in downlights and spotlights. 

Policies and actions for office equipment
· Ensure your computer, photocopier, printer and fax go into ‘sleep’ mode when not in use. 

· Consider power requirements when purchasing equipment – e.g. ink jets use less than laser printers.

Policies and actions for waste minimisation
· Choose goods that are less likely to generate waste – reusable rather than disposable, or made of recyclable materials. In the Clarence Valley, these are: 

· PET (plastic code 1),

· HDPE (plastic code 2), 

· Glass, Steel, Aluminium, or

· Paper.

· Only provide plastic bags on request, or eliminate them completely from your store! 

Policies and actions for air-conditioning
· Don’t over cool – 10% more energy is needed for every 1°C difference between indoor and outdoor temperatures. With your customers dressing for the outside weather, even 27oC will feel chilly on a hot day! 

· Use fans to improve comfort levels.

· Only cool what you need to – don’t attempt to cool the main street! The smaller the area cooled, the less greenhouse gases generated, so make sure doors are closed on hot days.
Policies and actions for refrigeration
· Maintain your fridges – make sure the doors are sealing properly, and that the coils are cleaned regularly and well ventilated. 

· Install timer controls to turn off fridges storing non-perishables overnight.

Policies and actions for water
· Fix dripping taps. Just one dripping hot tap can produces 100kg of harmful greenhouse gas emissions each year.
· Install tap aerators – these reduce the flow by about half but maintain the apparent pressure.

· Consider installing a rainwater tank for flushing the toilets and watering the garden – this will put less strain on our drains during storms, resulting in less flash flooding.

· Consider replacing your electric hot water service with a solar unit or instantaneous gas. Turn your urn off at the end of each day. 
Policies and actions for the farm

Agriculture contributes to over 20% of global greenhouse gas emissions. 
· Adopt minimum till practices – this can save soil and time, and reduces fuel consumption.

· Implement rotational cell grazing to improve the amount of carbon stored in your soils and their structure.

· Minimise vehicle traffic to reduce soil compaction and improve water infiltration.

· Time fertiliser application to coincide with plant requirements – and test the soil to make sure it is actually needed! This is important, as nitrous oxide (from unproductive loss of mobile N) is a very potent greenhouse gas.

· Use a motor bike for running around on the property rather than a utility or the old truck.

· Monitor pest populations and diseases, and only spray as a last resort – chemical sprays are energy intensive and expensive.

· Reduce methane emissions in stock by providing easily digested feed or using dietary supplements to overcome nutrient deficiencies in low quality feeds.

Produced by Climate Change Australia (Clarence Branch)
clarenceclimate@yahoo.com.au
ph: 6644 9309


