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NEWS RELEASE FROM

CLIMATE CHANGE AUSTRALIA

(HASTINGS BRANCH)

8 September 2010
Optimism on election outcome, but where is business?
Climate Change Australia (CCA) – Hastings Branch, congratulates Mr Oakeshott and fellow independent Tony Windsor on their decision to support the Gillard Labor government, and is looking forward to progress on climate change and energy issues.
CCA president Harry Creamer said that Rob Oakeshott has already made a positive contribution to climate change and energy policy.  He has argued for a market-based system to achieve greenhouse gas cuts, and he advocates an affordable energy mix for the future.
“CCA members are impressed by Rob Oakeshott’s long-term view, saying in his ‘decision’ speech on Tuesday that he is looking ahead at least 20 years to the future of Australia and his children’s future, when making his decision”, Mr Creamer said.

“This is the long-term focus we need to move Australia to a clean energy future, with more jobs, more certainty, and a better, safer environment”, he said.

“The climate change committee foreshadowed in the agreement between Labor and the Greens offers a way of returning much-needed focus to this policy arena”.

“We can expect the new committee to consider how to put a price on carbon.  Until we get that, uncertainty will continue to deter investors in energy generation and this will push up the price of electricity”.
One thing that has left CCA members puzzled is why business leaders in Lyne have been silent on energy and investment issues.

“Energy is an essential business input, yet those who speak for business seem oblivious to the fact that we cannot continue with old ways of doing things”, Mr Creamer said.
“The lack of a carbon price causes uncertainty.  Money is moving offshore because policies are not in place to support the business models we need”.
Mr Creamer invited local business leaders to talk with his group, members of which have expertise in electricity generation, renewable energy and energy efficiency for houses and other buildings.
ENDS
Contact:  Harry Creamer on 6582 6187 or 0431 158 252, or hotmail email.
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